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A Study of the Popularity History Book JIANCUO of Qing Dynasty

Qiao Zhizhong & Kong Yonghong

Abstract  The book JIANCUO by Kuang Minben was a popularity history book in Qing Dynasty.
From the Qianlong Period to the end of Ming Dynasty the book was published many times and was read
widely. The book covers the historical events from ancient times to the end of Ming Dyasty focus on the
emperors. The narration is concise and to the point suitable for the children and beginners to read. The
book aims both at popularizing historical knowledge and at emphasizing statecraft. There is much new in
its content and style especially the variety of notes supporting the text. What is deficient with the book is
that it contains many legends and stories about gods and spirits for the sake of being interesting. Not
uninterestingly the book escaped being banned in spite of some offending remarks against officials. The
research of JIANCUO may benefit the writing of popularity history works.

Key words popularity history book JIANCUO spreading views of history
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Maritime Event Record in HANSHU

Wang Zijin & Qiao Songlin

Abstract During the reign of Han Wudi the coastline controlled by the Han Dynasty was
unprecedentedly extended. Around this time the co-existence of ‘Tianxia’ ( ) and ‘Hainei’ (

) in literature reflected the marine delimitation perception embedded in political civilization. The
outstanding role of towership army in battles as well as sprouting and thriving of shipping activities in
oriental and austral seas proved the maritime progressiveness of Han culture and its prominent
achievements. The publication of a batch of documents elaborating ‘Hairen zhi zhan’ ( ) could
be counted as results of the early days of oceanography. HANSHU recorded relevant historical signs in a
specific manner and thus could be seen as a book giving full attention to maritime event record among
Chinese historical works.

Key words HANSHU  ‘Hainei’ ( ) towership shipping oceanography
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