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Abstract: The Lingjiatan jade plaque and other important relics have revealed that the celestial-pole
concept, recorded in the pre—Qin period documents, may have come into being during the prehistoric period.
Its core consists of the celestial-pole being depicted by an octagonal pattern and a knot, as well as that a
divine bird and a pig being correlated with the movement of the celestial pole. It contributes greatly to the
celestial—pole concept revealed in pottery patterns. The author carries out a synthetic research. It shows that
the relevant motifs include crisscrosses, polygonal stars and poly-rays as the starting point, as well as the
knot pattern as the motion hub. In addition, curves could be employed to symbolize rotations centering the
celestial pole, which could be surrounded by birds, beast faces and pinnacle architectures. The synthesis has
significantly enriched the understanding of the celestial-pole concept in the prehistoric period, which could
shed light on the interpretations of the more complex patterns on prehistoric jade artifacts and the regional
interactions.

Keywords: Prehistoric pottery, Motif, Celestial pole, Primitive cosmology
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