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Abstract: This article, based on archaeological discoveries, classifies the capital architectures in the Wei, Jin
and the Southern and Northern dynasties into four categories, including city gates, governmental offices, ritual
constructions, and religious constructions. The author summarizes features of each category, according to
typical discoveries of each kind. Western—Han architectures on rammed—earth raised platforms became rare
after the Western Han dynasty, the height of which decreased gradually. The decline of raised- platform
architectures is related to the developments in architect technique, which contributed to the rise of the multi—
storeyed pavilion.

Keywords: Wei, Jin and the Southern and Northern dynasties, capital architecture, classificatory research,

development and transformation
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