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Abstract: Existing studies on the Ba-Shu Emblems mainly focus on the emblems

themselves, namely the form, direction and assemblage of them. However, the historical
background in which the emblems emerged and prevailed as well as their archaeological context
in burial excavations will help to understand the nature of the emblems, and the relations between
particular emblems and the people using them. During the Warring States Period when the Ba-Shu
Emblems were popular, the Sichuan Basin was populated by a number of clans constantly fighting
against one another, therefore the Ba-Shu emblems mainly appeared on bronze weapons. By
inference, they were symbols of certain clans. To study the emblems in the archaeological context,
we can choose representative burials from various periods in western and eastern Sichuan, including
Huanghe cemetery at the Jinsha site, boat coffin burials at the Commercial Street, burial 10 of
Baihuatan cemetery, and burial 172 of Yangzishan site in Chengdu, as well as the log coffin burial
in Mianzhu, the large burial in Xindu, Luojiaba cemetery in Xuanhan, and Xiaotianxi cemetery
in Fuling. In general, emblems found in these burials bear no obvious chronological and regional
differences from each other. However, some unique emblems or relatively frequent combinations
of them provide clues about the status of the tomb occupants. In conclusion, if the Ba-Shu emblems
are regarded as cultural factors for comparative study, connections among different cemeteries and
regions can be established and help to form a historical panorama of the Sichuan Basin during the
Eastern Zhou period to the Qin-Han Dynasties from a new perspective.
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