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Abstract ; the founding of animal leg bones in the late Shang Burials represented the custom of using anmimal leg as
burial goods of the Shang people. Previous study usually lack the information about the specified bone element and
portion, age etc. based on the zooarchaeological identification . observation and analysis. This paper integrate the zooar-
chaeological identification and analysis of animal bones found in late Shang burials at Xiaomintun,Yinxu by the author
and the published archaeological report at other burial at Yinxu and other late Shang sites to explore some issues not
discussed by previous related research, which aimed to promote the study toward more detailed research on the speci-
fied characteristic , ritual context and related social archaeology of the ritual use of amimal legs in late Shang burials.
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