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ABSTRACT: A number of charred plant seeds from Donghulin site were recovered by means of flotation.

The site of Donghulin is located in sub-urban Beijing City and dates from 11,000-9,000 years ago. A total of 14

charred grains of foxtail millet have been found. They have been identified as the domesticated species (Setaria

italica) according to morphological analysis. In addition, one grain of broomcorn millet was also identified. These

are the earliest domesticated millet grains recovered by flotation, providing crucial archaeological evidence for the

study of the time, location and processes by which the domestication of millets occurred. Moreover, the charred

seeds of Setaria viridis provide important clues for the exploration of the wild progenitor of millets and the

processes of domestication. The results of floatation at Donghulin site are significant to the study of the origins of

dry-land agriculture in North China, predominated by millet-farming.
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