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ON THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SOUTHWEST CHINA
AND SOUTHEAST ASIA IN ANCIENT TIMES—CENTERED
ON THE UNEARTHED BRONZES

by
Yang Yong

The Southwestern barbarians(Xinan Yi) are the collective name of many ancient tribes
and states that were distributed in China’s Yunnan-Guizhou Plateau and western Sichuan
Plateau during the Warring-States and Qin-Han period. As the region was located at the
frontier and was an important cultural transmission and migration corridor in ancient south-
east Asia, archaeological research on the Southwestern barbarians should not only focus on
their own cultural development and evolution, as well as their interaction and integration
with the Central Plains, but also on their contacts and connections with other regions.
Southeast Asia, as a modern geographic region with a continental part bordering southwest
China and a number of major rivers, has been culturally linked to each other from an early
age. In the archaeological remains from the Bronze Age to the early Iron Age in Southeast A-
sia, there are common cultural elements that are the same or similar to those of the South-
western barbarian region, and the many commonalities and connections between the bronzes
unearthed in the two regions are particularly striking and compelling. Some of these com-
monalities and linkages might be the result of shared cultural origins or similar cultural tradi-
tions and practices, but many are also the results of various types of interactions and exchan-
ges between regions or communities, in which migration played an important role as well.
This paper discusses the relevant bronzes and issues by category, and examines them from

the perspective of bronze technology and bronze art.
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