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ABSTRACT: A distinctive type of prehistoric burials was discovered in the Han-Wei River valley. The
interior space of this type of tombs usually comprises several parallel compartments divided by low earth walls.
These are the burials with two side-by-side chambers in one single grave pit. They first came into being during
the early Yangshao culture, and then appeared abruptly in the Youziling culture, and eventually culminated during
the Qujialing culture period. The emergence and development of this particular burial custom are not random
phenomena, rather essentially related to past communities’ funerary traditions and social contexts. Archaeological
evidence found so far suggests that these burials can be divided into two types, according to the number of
deceased buried in each chamber: those containing multiple deceased and those a single deceased. In the latter
cases, most of them are same-sex burials. Funerary rites represented by this typical burial custom gradually
became elaborated from the early Yangshao to the Qujialing culture period, as suggested by the transition from an
intrasocietal egalitarianism to a noticeable differentiation in burial treatment. Correspondingly, the status of the

tomb occupants also underwent a change from commoners to significant members of the community.
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