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The Identification and Study of Prehistoric Plant Remains from
the Zoumaling Site in Shishou, Hubei
TANG Liya, LIU Jiaqi (Xi’an, Shaanxi 710127)
SHAN Siwei, YU Xiyun (Wuhan 430072) ZHAO Zhijun (Wuhan, Hubei 430072)

Abstract: The excavation of the Zoumaling site provides a good opportunity for the study of plant
utilization in the prehistoric Plain areas in Hubei and Hunan belonging to the middle reaches of the
Yangtze River where rice remains, millet remains and charred remains of other wild plants were all
found by flotation. The crop AMS"C dating results provide new data for the cultures from the late to the
final Neolithic Time in the middle Yangtze River. Although the study reveals an agricultural system
strongly focusing on rice farming in the Hunan and Hubei plains, it also suggests a presence of the
ring-shaped zone of millets remains distribution along the margin of the plains. It is likely that the
millets originated from the North China were firstly introduced to the areas of the northwest of Hubei
and the southwest of Henan and then spread into the Plain areas in Hubei and Hunan through the the
Qinba Mountain Passage, the Han River Valley, and the Suizhou-Zaoyang Corridor.

Keywords: the Zoumaling site, Plain areas in Hubei and Hunan, prehistory, archacobotany, millet
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