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Abstract: As is discussed in the paper, the vertical line, linking the centre of Daxiongbaodian, Kaiyuan Temple of
Quanzhou and the midpoint of the East Pagoda(also known as Zhenguo Pagoda) and the West Pagoda(i.e. Renshou Pago-
da),coincides with the geomantic line “tianpan fengzhen” K %t 4% ¢l (literally the needle on the Heaven Plate that falls rightly
into the seam between “ren”T: and “zi” ). This line is closely related with the urban planning of Quanzhou, as well as
the erection of significant landmark buildings in the city. During the various construction of Quanzhou from late Tang to
Yuan dynasty, the site selection of the Inner city, Outer city and Winged city, as well as the city gates within, is likely to
be determined by the location of Kaiyuan Temple. Moreover, it is presumed that the Inner city might be built slightly ear-
lier than that of Outer city, and they were all completed during the Five Dynasties ’period. The orientation of the landmark
buildings in the city can be manifold. On the whole, before late Tang, they were oriented according to the astronomic
north; During the later Tang and Five Dynasties* period, the principle of tianpan fengzhen and “qianhai fengxian” ¥z 27 4%
2% (literally the needle on the Heaven Plate that falls into the seam between “gian” HzZ and “hai” 2 )came into use; yet
from Song to Ming dynasty, the geomantic "qianhai fengxian" and the “dipan zhengzhen” #0175 IF %1 (literally the needle on
the Earth Plate that points rightly to “zi”and “wu”) which are based on the "tianpan fengzhen", as well as the orientations
with an appoximately 4 degree angle on each side of the "dipan zhengzhen" appeared.

Key Words : Quanzhou; late Tang to Ming dynasty; Kaiyuan Temple; tianpan fengzhen; orientation
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