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Abstract : The Western Han Dynasty and the Xin Dynasty built Chang “an City as their capitals. during the Sixteen
Kindoms Period and the Northern Dynasties Period, Several Kindoms also built their capitals in the old City of
Chang “an. From the Western Han Dynasty to the Northern Dynasty Period, the city layout of Chang “an changed
obviously. In the Western Han Dynasty and the Xin Dynasty, there were several palaces in the southern part of the
city, with city walls around them, both burial areas and main residential areas lied outside the city walls. It was a
typical pattern of city layout that several palaces were in an city (Cheng) which was surrounded by citywalls and a
suburb (Guo) lied outside the city (Cheng). By the time of the Sixteen Kindoms and the northern dynasty period,
the palace area moved to the northeast corner of the city ,the Eastern Palace and the Western Palace separated by a
wall belonged to a palace city which was surrounded by city walls. Old city walls of the Western Han Dynasty lost
its defensive function and became the walls of the outer city (Guo), and the former city (Cheng) was degenerated
into the outer city (Guo). The feature of layout of this period was that a palace city with several palaces in it was
surrounded by city walls, the outer city(Guo) encircled the city (Cheng).These changes in the Cheng—Guo layout of
Chang “an city had an obvious relationship with the changes of social and natural conditions during this times, and
had an important impact on the layout of the capitals in the Sui and Tang dynasties.

Key Words :the Western Han Dynasty ; the Sixteen Kingdoms and Northern Dynasty Period; layout of Chang’an
City
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