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Abstract: A considerable number of stashed Buddhist statues have been discovered nationwide in recent years. In this
article, reasons for stashing and burying Buddhist statues fall into three categories, i.e. Category A, Category B and Category
C, according to conditions of the discovered Buddhist statues and the place each of them was unearthed. Category A is
purely destroying the statues or converting the land owned by temples and monasteries for other uses. Category B is monks
or Buddhist believers burying and stashing Buddhist statues for protection when Buddhism was abolished or disasters, such
as warfare, occurred. Category C is depositing Buddhist statues which were no longer in use; it was led by the temple, or
Buddhist believers, and was a kind of religious ceremony different from enshrining Buddhist relics. To a certain extent,
researches into reasons for stashing and burying Buddhist statues in Chinese history can be referred to in other academic
fields.
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