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ABSTRACT: Various natural and artificial remains related to waterway systems were discovered inside the

Waterway System  Moat  City Layout

Huanbei Shang city site and Yinxu. The current study points out that the geographical locations of the Huanbei
Shang city site and Yinxu are closely related to their natural and hydrological environments. The Huanbei Shang
city, located to the north of the Huan River, is enclosed by a square moat rather than city walls. Water wells were
major sources for production and quotidian activities. By contrast, the Huan River flows through the center of
Yinxu from east to west. The palatial area was laid out next to the south bank of the Huan River. The so-called
grand midden ditch had the same function as a moat. Water ditches, ponds, and water wells inside the palatial
area, along with the Huan River, comprised the waterway system of the palatial area. Water wells, water storage
ponds and drainage pipes were also found among commoner settlements. This study also casts doubt on the
current chronology of canals excavated in recent years in Yinxu, suggesting that there is still a lack of sound
evidence to argue that canals were related to craft production at Yinxu. Waterway systems in the Huanbei Shang
city and Yinxu sufficiently reflect the fact that water resource management is governed by practical principles of

local need and level of effectiveness.
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