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ABSTRACT: Boot-shaped antler artifacts first appeared in the Shuangdun culture in the middle Huai river
around 7000 BP, and then spread to the circum-Tai lake region, central Henan, and the Shandong Peninsula. The
characteristic shape and use wear traces indicate that they could have been used as scraping tools for leather
working. Based on archaeological data of the Old Koryak culture in the Kamchatka Peninsula, ethnographies
of the Eskimos and American Indians, and contextual analysis of boot-shaped antler artifacts buried in the
Dawenkou cultural tomb at the Sanlihe site, it is assumed that these kinds of artifacts are likely leather working

tools.
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