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Abstract: The cremation burial is one of the earliest recorded Khitan funeral customs which can be dated to the periods
before Liao Dynasty and throughout to late Liao and mainly during the periods before Liao and early Liao. The cremation burial
is an expression of the Khitans’ funeral and obsequies culture and influenced by their livelihood strategy religious beliefs and
traditions. Characteristics of the cremation burial differed in different stages throughout Liao Dynasty. This paper preliminarily

explored the origin typology periodization decline and the related reasons of the cremation tombs of the Khitans” based on

the archaeological discoveries and historical documents.
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