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[REHE #A5]
On the Application of “context” in the Medical Archaeology :
Taking the Pre-Qin Period as An Example
ZHAO Cong-cang, QI Xiang
(School of Cultural Heritage, Northwest University, Xi”an 710127, China)
Abstract; In the study of medical archaeology, the cognition of medical remains of ancient material objects is
undoubtedly the most basic and important link. The application of “context” can be used as a useful way to
judge medical remains. This paper attempts to analyze and discuss the application of “context” in the study of
medical archaeology in the pre-Qin period. It is believed that the tools in the pre-Qin period are not strictly
differentiated, and the same objects may have different uses. Fully considering the specific historical situation
where the remains are located, and analyzing the relationship with various factors in the situation, so as to in-
tegrate and systematize the fragmented remains. In view of the special status of witches in the activities of exor-
cism in the pre-Qin period, in addition to paying attention to the morphological characteristics of the remains
and considering the historical materials, it is important to investigate whether the tomb owner is a wizard or a
similar identityin judging the medical remains in tombs. Areas with the same or similar natural environment
and cultural system usually have similar typical medical tools. Integrating the concept of “context” into the
process of archaeological excavation and research is helpful to realize the scientific judgment of the nature of
unearthed objects.
Key words: Context; Medical Archaeology; Pre-Qin Period; Identification of Witch Doctor; Scientific and

Technological Analyses



