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A Brief Discussion of Qiuci Music and Versification Pan Tao (108)

Abstract: The present article focuses on the name of seven tones in Qiuci music recorded in Sui
Shu. Different from the previous researches on these names this article utilises the Tocharian materials
( Tocharische Sprachreste edited by Sieg and Siegling)  the Sanskrit texts and the relevant ancient Chi—
nese sources and launches a philological and linguistic exploration of the possible underlying words  ei-
ther Tocharian or Sanskrit which is ultimately on the basis of their Middle Chinese pronunciation recon—
structed for the names recorded in Sui Shu. The postulated Tocharian notes are then compared with their
Indian counterparts in the classical Indian music ~ which are well documented in the famous musicological
and theatric work Natyasastra the Kudimiyamalai inscription and Sangitaratnakara. Afterwards the names
appearing before the Tocharian verses are given a new explanation based on a study of three interesting
melodies recorded in a Dunhuang document.

Keywords: Qiuci; Tocharian; seven tones; key of melody; Sui Shu

Evolvement of Min Zu ( Nationality) and Other Notions in Xinjiang
during the Republican Period in the Perspective of the Other Cheng Xiangli ( 119)

Silk Road and the Exchange of Early Bronze and Iron Techniques
Chen Kunlong Mei Jianjun Qian Wei (127)

Abstract: Based on the major research results in archaeology and metallurgy history and focusing on
the production and usage of bronze and iron this article provides an overview of the spread and exchange
of metal technology along the prehistoric Silk Road in different phases. The bronze culture of the Eurasian
Steppes had a major impact on the arise and early development of bronze and bronze technique in North—
west China around 2000BC. Then the northwestern and northern regions of China continually played the
role of a bridge in the technological exchange between China and the West. The westward spread of bronze
Fu ( cauldron) and mirror were related to this and so was the emergence of early technique of iron-making
with lump ore in the Central Plains of China. Zhang Qian’s diplomatic mission to the Western Regions
the opening up of the Silk Road and the westward spread of the raw material and technique of pig iron all
exerted postive influences on the development of steel and iron technology in the Central Asia. The spread
and exchange of early bronze and iron technology reveal that the cultural and technological exchanges in
different time might appear in completely different forms pass through different routes and be transferred
by different peoples and so were the scope and depth of its influence. With a long history the interac—
tion between China and the West has had a profound impact on the evolution of Eastern and Western civi—
lizations.

Keywords: ancient Silk Road; metallurgy; exchange between China and the West; bronze; iron;
wrought iron

Mountaintop Remains of the Bronze Age by the Bortala River Valley Xinjiang

Cong Dexin Jia Weiming Jiao Xiaobing Alison Betts Paula N Doumani Dupuy ( 138)

Abstract: In the Bortala River valley in Xinjiang since 2010 archaeological surveys have revealed
a number of remains of the Bronze Age hilltop sites accompanied with protective constructions such as
stone walls. This phenomenon has not been found in the eastern part of the Eurasian steppe. Preliminary
studies have found that these hilltpop constructions are actually related each other forming a group of de—
fenssive watchtower to peotect local herders from possible invaders. This evidence reflects the development
of social complexity in the early 20th to 15th century BC. It also plays an important role in understanding
the social development of local nomadic society.

Keywords: Bortala River valley; Bronze Age; Hilltop construction; watchtower; Social Complexity

A Summary of the Symposium on the Western Regions” Frontier Commond:
Pioneering of the Silk Road during the Han and Tang Dynasties Chen Ling ( 146)
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