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Abstract: Located in the middle reaches of the Yangtze River, Zoumaling site in Hubei
province is a typical city site from the early period of Qujialing culture. Through source analysis of
the lithic materials for stone tools, this paper reveals the characteristics of stone tools management
by the ancestors at Zoumaling, and provides a foundation for the further research of the
commonality and differences in the use of lithic materials by the prehistoric cultures in the middle
reaches of the Yangtze River. The mineral facies analysis shows that the main raw materials used in
Zoumaling site are slate and sandstone, in combination with geological data and findings of survey
on the rock formations nearby, it’s inferred that the Taohua Mountain to the east of the site is the
main source of raw materials for stone tools at the site. Integrative analysis on lithic technology and
raw materials indicates that the dwellers of Zoumaling site might have some preference for certain
kinds of lithic materials in term of exploitation and utilization, and it was quite possible that they
made use of the abundant surrounding river system to obtain raw materials.
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