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ABSTRACT: The upper Wu River valley, one of the regions yielding the most abundant Paleolithic

remains in Guizhou Province, can be divided into two cultural areas: the Liuchong and the Sancha river drainage

areas. Based on characteristics of cultural remains, human physical anthropology, stratigraphy, and geological

chronology, Paleolithic remains in the upper Wu River are divided into three phases and five stages. Substantial

cultural changes happened in these two areas during the late Upper Paleolithic. The preexisting local cultural type

represented by small flakes continued and developed in the Liuchong river cultural area, while the cultural type

in the Sancha river cultural area was transformed from the preexisting local tradition to one characterized by null-

platform flakes.
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