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ABSTRACT: This paper proposes that assemblages of Upper Paleolithic microlithic cores in North China

can be periodized into three phases. The first phase dates from 29000-24000 BP. Microlithic cores from this

phase vary in type, including (semi) cylinder-shaped, (semi) cone-shaped, and wedge-shaped cores. Complexity

and diversity in the assemblages suggest that they are not indigenous. The second phase dates from 24000-

18000 BP. Wedge-shaped microlithic cores show dwarfism and evolved into boat-wedge-shaped cores, which

later developed into prevailing boat-shaped microlithic cores. The third phase dates from 18000-10000 BP.

Microlithic cores with a higher length-width ratio such as cylinder, cone and wedge-shaped cores appear again;

diversified and localized development in assemblages suggest a complex inter-population relationship in North

China during the period.
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