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Abstract. Dizhou #i % is a pottery figurine with double human heads or animal heads sharing a
horizontal snake body, which was used as a funerary object. Unearthed from medieval tombs, its
origin can be traced back to the images of mythical double-headed creature with human face in the
stone reliefs of the Han Dynasty, which is considered to be closely related to Fengbo X 1f .

Through systematic sorting of Dizhou figurines unearthed from the burials between the
Northern Dynasties and the Song Dynasty, this paper conducted typological and chronological
studies in different regions, finding that Dizhou figurines between the Northern Dynasties and the
Tang Dynasty are found in northern regions including present-day Shanxi, Hebei, Tianjin, Liaoning,
etc., with the highest concentration in Changzhi of Shanxi, namely Luzhou % /| of Hebei Dao 7#
Jt3 in the Tang Dynasty. As for samples from the Five Dynasties to the Song Dynasty, they are
mainly unearthed in southern regions, mostly concentrating in Chengdu and its surrounding areas,
together with scattered findings in present-day Zhejiang, Hubei and Fujian.

There is rich diversity in the identities of tomb occupants whom were buried with Dizhou
figurines. In present-day Changzhi of Shanxi Province, namely Luzhou area of Hedong Dao in
Tang Dynasty, tomb occupants whose burials yielded Dizhou figurines were mostly founding
meritocracy of the Tang Dynasty and their offspring. In present-day Chaoyang area of Liaoning
Province, burials yielded Dizhou figurines were mainly from the middle and late phases of Emperor
Gaozong’s reign, tomb occupants of these burials were mostly garrisons deployed in Yingzhou
& M, who were from Hebei Dao 7 -t 7 and Hedong Dao and participated in Tang Dynasty’s
administration of northeastern Asia (such as the expedition against Goguryeo). The Dizhou figurine
unearthed from the tomb of Emperor Yangdi’s Empress Xiao of Sui Dynasty [§ % 7% 2 & # K &
is similar to these from the early Tang Dynasty tombs in Shanxi Province, which is related to the
fact that Empress Xiao had resided in Dingxiang & 3 city at the order of the Turkic Khan ChuLuo
4 % ¥ 7T, and led the Chinese under the rule of Turkic Khanate in late Sui Dynasty. The Dizhou
figurine unearthed from Consort Wei Gui's tomb ¥ ¥ Z is related to her son Li Shen’s Z= & (Prince
of Ji, son of Wei Gui and Emperor Taizong of Tang Dynasty) long-time duty as the governor of
Zezhou 7 M| , who also used the craftsmen of Zezhou. The shapes of most Dizhou figurines unearthed
at tombs of the Five Dynasties and Song Dynasty in southern China can be traced back to those in
the northern China. Occupants of these tombs were most likely immigrants from the Central Plains
in the late Tang and Five Dynasties.

Key Words: Dizhou (pottery figurine with double human heads or animal heads sharing
a horizontal snake body); Mystical Tomb Figurines to Ward off Evils; Spatial and Temporal
Distributions; Founding Meritocracy of the Tang Dynasty and Their Offspring
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