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Abstract: The establishment of the Jingdezhen imperial kiln of the Ming and Qing Dynasties has been
debated for a long time. The author, through analyses of archaeological remains and stratigraphy of the
Hongwu site, argues that the main Hongwu discoveries are tiles and white porcelain, while the so—called
white—and-blue porcelain or underglaze red of Hongwu should have dated to the Yongle period. Furthermore,
a systematic investigation of the Hongwu— period burials shows that the white— and— blue porcelain and
underglaze red porcelain of the Yuan Dynasty style was continuously in use, till a major shift at the end of
the Hongwu period. Therefore, the Jingdezhen imperial kiln may have been established in the 35" year of the
Hongwu period or at then end of the Hongwu period.

Keywords: Hongwu, blue and white, underglaze red, Yongle
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