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An Archaeological Perspective on Geographic Location of the Deng State
WANG Xianfu
(Wuhan, Hubei 430077)

Abstract: The state of Deng was one of the many vassal states in south China during the Zhou
Dynasty. Due to the limited historic records on the Deng state, researchers have differed greatly in their
opinions regarding the geographic location of Deng state. The present paper bases its arguments on
archaeological findings, arguing that the Zhoujiagang site, located to the southeast of Dengcheng ruins
in Xiangyang City, should have served as the capital city of Deng state during the late Western Zhou to
early Spring and Autumn period. Although the hard evidence is still missing for locating the core zone
of Deng state in the early to middle Western Zhou, the present paper argues that at the time, the Deng
state likely delineated its territories in present-day central-south part of the Nanyang Basin.

Keywords: the state of Deng, Zhou Dynasty, the Zhoujiagang site, the Nanyang Basin
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