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buildings in Tang and Song Dynasties Quanzhou city are the perfect combination of ancient

Chinese science such as geomancy science, Study of [-Ching, astronomy as well as

orientating, surveying and mapping technologies. The spatial pattern of Tang and Song

Dynasty Quanzhou City is the epitome of ideas in Chinese ancient astrology: the city and its

peripheral landscape can be divided into “temple

” o«

city” “landscape” ; Quanzhou Kaiyuan

Temple, Qingyuan Mountain, and Liusheng Pagoda, with Kaiyuan Temple’s main hall

as the focus, are the center of 3 concentric circles, constituting the “san heng” asterism

of Quanzhou; the city’s core area contains the “inner orb” of the sun, and the periphery

landscape is between the “middle orb” and the “outer orb” , and it may be subdivided into

the “seven celestial orbs of the sun” . The seven gates of the Tang Dynasty Luo City of

Quanzhou were gradually improved to form the “shi liu su yi” layout, which is related to

the Xia calendar in ancient China. With the use of scientific techniques such as polestar

orientation and telling of time or orientation by observing shadows cast by the sun in the

positioning and mapping of Quanzhou Kaiyuan Temple’s main hall and pagoda, and the

Luocheng gates layout, as well as the centering and positioning of Quanzhou Confucius

Temple, Qingyuan Mountain top’s Sanqging Temple, Quanzhou Tianhou Temple and

other important buildings using Chinese geomancy methods, reflecting traditional Chinese

culture and related scientific and technological development. Under the above—mentioned

theoretical framework, this paper discusses the relevance of the site selection of Quanzhou

Site of Southern Clan Office and Quanzhou Site of Maritime Trade Office using literatures

and archaeological materials. It is believed that the architectural remains related to Shuilu

Temple and other sites situated according to the heaven compass needle direction in Chinese

geomancy are related to the site of Quanzhou Site of Southern Clan Office; while the

architectural remains of the sites that are positioned according to the earth compass needle

orientation are related to the ruins of Quanzhou Site of Maritime Trade Office.

Keywords: Quanzhou City; Tang and Song dynasties;spatial pattern; Quanzhou Site of Southern
Clan Office; Quanzhou Site of Maritime Trade Office
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