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Martime Trade and the Early Globalization of the North Pacific

WANG Hua
( Institute of History University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 102488 China)

Abstract: The integration of the North Pacific into the modern world economic system and its early global-
ization was the result of the continuous expansion of international trade. The Manila Galleon was the first to
open up the cross ocean commercial links between Western Europe Latin America and China in which the
North Pacific Ocean was mainly reflected as a round-irip ocean trade route far from being a complete eco—
nomic region supported by frequent business networks. Form the late 18th century to the 1830s a new cross
ocean international trade was developed in the North Pacific Ocean namely maritime fur trade and sandal-
wood trade with China led by American traders. The two kinds of trade worked together to form the North Pa—
cific international trade routes which directly connected the west coast of North America and China and
combined with the two traditional world trade lines of Western Europe—North America and Western Eu-
rope—East Asia forming a new triangle or multi-angle trade. On this basis the process of economic integra—
tion in the North Pacific region was initially opened. The early trade globalization in the North Pacific updated
and developed the global trade network and laid the foundation for the coming of the free trade era and the
“decentralization of the Atlantic Ocean” of the world economy.

Key words: maritime fur trade; sandalwood trade; ocean trade routes; trade network in the North Pacific;

globalization
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