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Inauspicious Dawn of Alliance M

British Empire and Black Regiment in Early Stage

of the American Revolution:

A Focused Study on Southern Colonies 1775-1778
WEI Tao

( Institute of World History Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100101

China)

Abstract: In the early stage of the American Revolution black regiment attracted widely attentions in

both metropolitan Britain and Southern colonies of British North America. In Virginia governor John Murray

established a black regiment for appeasing political revolts led by the Patriots. While in London

due to

opposition of domestic Britons and other factors the imperial government ultimately rejected proposal of arming

African slaves. On the contrary

the imperial government allied with Native Americans and white Loyalists.

Responding to policies enforced by the metropolitan government the Patriots of the Southern colonies tried to

stop slave revolts white loyalist insurrections and Indian rebellions. A detailed consideration of black regiment

is helpful for us to recognize the characteristics of Southern colonies in the early stage of the American

Revolution diversities of political subjects as well as the political change between the imperial metropolis and

the Southern colonies.

Keywords: political subjects; black regiment; British Empire; Southern colonies; patriot



