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The Origin of Arsaces the Founder of Parthian Empire Yu Taishan (1)
Abstract: This paper attempts to prove that Arsaces the founder of the Parthian Empire was o—
riginally from the Gasiani one of the Saka tribes.
Keywords: Parthia;, Arsaces; Kushan; Bactria; Saka; Rouzhi

From Zhangye of Hexi Corridor to Gaochang in Western Regions:

A Study on the He’ s Family ( ) During the Qu-Shi ( ) Gaochang Kingdom

Yin Panpan (12)

Abstract: He-Shi was one of the powerful families in Gaochang Kingdom during medieval Chi-
na. Through the studies on the Han Dynasty wooden slips derived from Jian-ShuiJin-Guan ( )
and other ancient documents we can trace the outline of how He-Shi family developed in Zhangye and
how the family migrated to Gaochang. When settled in Gaochang He-Shi family not only kept the inter—
marriage with Yuan-Shi family and other families immigrated from He-Long region but also established
marriage relationship with the Fan-Shi family who came from Dunhuang. Members of He-Shi family mainly
held positions affiliated to Audit Office or to the King’ s Palace suggesting a close relationship be—
tween Gaochang royal house and He-Shi family. What linked He-Shi family with " Yi-He Coup" may
mainly be the intermarriage relationship the changes of official position among He-Shi family would not
testify that He-Shi had deeply involved in the Yi-He Coup.

Keywords: He-Shi family; Gaochang Kingdom; Marriage and official

Sogdians in Yanqi Bi Bo (23)

Abstract: The oasis kingdoms around the Tarim Basin were important places for business and mi—
gration of the Sogdians who lived along the Silk Road during the Middle Ages. As an important oasis in the
northern route of the Western Region Yangi is also an important station for Sogdian activities in
history. However  there are very few records about the Sogdian activities in ancient
documents. Fortunately —archeological discoveries have provided many important materials. The silver
bowls and ossuary of the Sogdian script found at Qigexing indicates that some Sogdian people were Zoroas—
trians during the 5th to 8th centuries but some adapted to Buddhism in the same period based on the
Buddhist script written with Sogdian language. This is very likely to be the result of close economic coop—
eration with local Buddhist communities. During 9th and 10th centuries Yanqi was under the control of
West Uyghur Kingdom and thus the official religion Manichaeism thrived along the Northern Silk
Road. There were nearly half Sogdian listed on the Postscript of the " Manichaeism Hymn" found at
Turfan. Some Sogdian and Uyghur documents unearthed in Turfan and Khotan indicate that some Sogdian
Manichaeans were merchants engaged in cotton cloth trading between Central Asia and the Tarim Ba-
sin. In order to facilitate the trade there might be a network among the Sogdian people in the oasis along
the northern route in the Western Regions. At the same time commercial cooperation with local Buddhist
communities was also essential since the Buddhism won the favor among the Uyghur elites.

Keywords: Sogdian; Yanqi; Khotan; Turfan; Zoroastrianism; Buddhism; Manichaeism

The Formation of the Yiwushu( ) Tradition and Its Exchange During Wei Jin

Southern and Northern Dynasties — - on the Origins of Yiwushu in Gaochang

Jin Hongxiang (31)

Abstract: At first  Yiwushu was just a simple inventory of grave goods which has been developed
at least by the end of the Three Kingdoms but called the "ownership". Later due to the split between
the south and north the development of Yiwushu followed a different ways and styles between the Hexi
region and the south. In the Hexi it was mixed with " Guosuo" and other styles of funeral catalog form-
ing a kind of Guosuo—Yiwushu in the period of Sixteen Kingdoms. In the south it has been further em-
phasized on ownership and finally turned into a kind of Sirenyishu during the Southern Dynasty. Under the
background of the prosperity of the Henan Route of the Silk Road there was a certain communication
and influences about funeral tradition of Yiwushu between the south and the Hexi region during the Six—
teen Kingdoms. During the southern and northern dynasties the southern region and the western region
were directly linked through the Henan Route so Yiwushu in Gaochang was directly influenced by that
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