A Study on Xiliang and Wasteland Cultivation in Darhan Banner
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Abstract: During Guangxu and Xuantong reigns of the Qing dynasty, the government implemented
wasteland cultivation policy in inner Mongolia area to facilitate the development of frontier region. In
Darhan Banner, the cultivation policy was confronted with rejection and obstruct from local aristocrats
which was out of their old conflict as well as their demand on the privilege. Viceroy of the Three
Northeast Provinces Xiliang on one hand enforced the new policy with intensive measures and on the
other made some compromises with local aristocrats as well as disintegrated them. This case indicated
that the transformation of production mode in Mongolian nomadic areas not only caused great changes
in local environment, economy and society, but also influenced the relationship between the central
government and frontier ethnic region.
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