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Abstract The Pacific island Fiji once the home for the indigenous Fijians became a
British colony in 1874. To develop plantation economy the British colonial authorities imported
a large number of contracted laborers from India from 1879 to 1916. With the influx of
immigrants came many Indian businessmen teachers and people of other trades. On the one
hand the arrival of Indian immigrants disrupted the traditional economic pattern of Fiji
featuring agricultural production and helped put into place a new economic development
paradigm that valued economic diversification hence giving boost to a comprehensive
development of farming animal husbandry commerce and transportation in Fiji. In other
words they brought modern elements to Fiji and helped take Fiji into the capitalist system of the
world as Fiji was turned into a source of raw materials for the international market. But on the
other hand their arrival has drastically changed the demographic structure of Fiji thus having
profound religious cultural educational and even political influence on Fiji. Moreover
Indian immigrants have also taken some land from the native Fijians and done damages to the
local natural environment which has given rise to serious contradictions and great conflicts with
the native Fijians. These changes brought by Indian immigrants to Fiji call China to pay enough
attention to the Indian immigrants there and their influence when developing its relations

with Fiji.
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