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geographical concept and was applied to the governance of the northwest part of British India forming
an interactive relevance to the Russian-British Great Games in Central Asia. This concept is unique
from the aspects of the formation motivation the connotation and the specific operation and
constituted a complex governance system in subsequent practice having a significant impact on the

frontier situation and peripheral relations of British India and the subsequent countries.

Qiao Yu The Evolution of the Irrigation Narratives in Australia and Its Causes

The opposition of the irrigation narratives in Australia is the result of the continuous historical
evolution which demonstrates the contradiction of the Australian environmental cognition the
discrepancy of the academic research and the disputes among different interest groups. The unique
environmental cognition of the colonial society gave birth to the progressive narrative of irrigation. It was
inherited and developed after the founding of Australia. The irrigation was considered as a key
undertaking during the colonial expansion and a model for the realization of a higher civilization through
engineering and technology in the process of nation-state building. Since the 1960s the realities of
ecological deterioration and the outcomes of scientific research have triggered a rapid change in the
environmental cognition of Australia and broke the progressive narratives of irrigation afterwards. The
deeper reason for the evolution of irrigation narratives is the changes happening in major social-economic
issues of Australia. The reflections on irrigation become an important step to restore the historical status

of ethnic groups in the background of multi-eulture and reconstruction of colonial history.

Song Yunwei and An Yuxuan The Rise and Dispute of the Ring-barking in Australia in the
Middle and Late 19" Century

Australian settlers’ views on forest underwent a changing process in the 19" century. The early
settlers considered the forest the inexhaustible resources and conceived the trees with the poor quality
for commercial timber as an obstacle to gain more lands. Accordingly the ring-barking became an
important method for the settlers to clean up the forest. In the middle and late 19" century the view on
the forest protection emerged under the influence of forest environmental theory in the West while the
ring-barking was also popular. Afterwards different social groups involved in the debates on what was
the main function of the forest and the consequence of the ring-barking which makes people realize

that the forest can protect the environment. However the ring-barking kept expanding in larger areas



