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The Establishment of Medieval Studies in America and Its Early Style
Li Teng

Abstract Since 1870s medieval studies in America have begun to form an increasingly
comprehensive system of knowledge and discourse Henry Adams Herbert Adams and George Adams
played significant roles in this process. In its early stages of construction amateur scholars and
specialized associations became major players in advancing academic development and discipline
specialization and the university training model was mainly influenced by Germany and France styles. By
the 1930s medieval studies in the United States demonstrated the characteristics of the emphasis on
textbook writing the mixture feelings of otherness and inheritance the combination of grand vision and
fragmented research. These early styles constructed the core paradigm of American’ s medieval studies
and had great influences on international academia from the middle of the twentieth century.
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