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On the Selection of Historical Materials in Thucydides

XU Song-yan
( School of History and Culture, Southwest University, Chongqing, 400715, China)

Abstract: Thucydides’ historical works mainly narrates the Peloponnesian War. His works includes the de—
scription of rich and diverse historical materials about the politics, military, land and sea transportation of
the main Greek city-states, economy, and diplomacy, etc. Thucydides, in accordance with his own princi-—
ples of handling historical materials, exploited different methods to examine the historical materials recorded
proceeding and during the Peloponnesian war. Comparative examination and the anti—retroactivity were uti—
lized as the two main methods to examine the pre-war materials, with five other main methods, which were
actual recording, differentiation, speculation, error correction, avoiding mentioning method, etc. , to test
the during-war records. Thucydides’ works appeared to be an authentical narration of the history yet with an
underlyingly veritable Thucydides’ trap.

Key words: Thucydides; Historical Materials; Method Selection; Thucydides’ Trap
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