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ABSTRACTS

. Chinese School - Field Politics
Core Concept Construction in Field Politics: Path, Features and Contribution Xu Yong - 4

Field politics is a field study-based political science research path that has raised the awareness of the
political field school after a prolonged period of research. Its hallmark is the construction of a number of
original core concepts. The path of concept construction is pursued in a sequence of levels, from the
individual to the household, to the village, and thence to the nation. This concept construction is
original, relative, theoretical, extensible and subject to debate. Field politics’ special contribution to the
study of political science in China is the construction of core concepts that include the individual and the
household, relationships and history in nationallevel research and the introduction of empirical
methodology into political studies. Additional efforts are: the organic association of concepts developed
in field study with political theory; the organic combination of the empiricism and universality of the
concepts; in~depth development and extended research on the concepts; and improvement of the
conceptual system.

- Frontier Forum - Scientific and Technological Revolution and New Trends in Historical Studies
Re-Interpretation of the Basic Features of the Historiography of Information
Wang Xudong - 14

As history develops, so must historiography. New historical research requires new ways of thinking
and new forms of expression. Informational historiography is based on this theoretical awareness and
proposed as a positive response to the changing trend of the times since the latter half of the 20th century
and the new challenges of the new century. It believes that the existence of history depends on the
information carried by the text and that the origin (original state form and nature ) of history lies in
information; that the historical epistemological framework actually has a complex nested structure, in
which the effective interaction of the subject and the object depends on the role of information flow; and
that exploring the development of human history in the information age requires an all-round
interdisciplinary “new synthesis ,” for which informational historiography advocates an open methodology
in research and application. Informational historiography aims to clear away the barriers between the
discourse systems of different disciplines and build an interdisciplinary context that can integrate
historiography with information science in order to promote the modernizing construction of China’s
historical discipline.

The Future Is Here: Envisioning Internet Historiography Yin Yuanping - 26

Information technology, represented by the Internet, has a tremendous power to transform
society. The Internet has become one of the most important variables influencing the shape and
trend of future historiography and contemporary history; social life in the Internet era will change
the shape of historical materials, influence existing academic production mechanisms and create
completely different historians. At the same time, Internet historiography will also have an
impact on the existing conceptions of history and historiography. Today, the Internet has not
only begun to become a part of history, but is also likely to become the underlying structure of
contemporary history. The impact of the Internet will not only be felt in the present and the
future, but will also be projected into the past, thus contributing to revolutionary and
overarching changes in historiography, including existing historical narratives.

Reconceptualizing the Order of Western History Writing from the Perspective of Media Technology
Gu Xiaowei - 36

Based on the insight that “the medium is the message ,” history writing is an extension of the
senses of memory in which media technology plays a decisive role. When the content of history
writing is presented through different media including speech, oracle bones, stone tablets,
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bamboo slips , parchment, manuscripts , printed books, computers and cell phones, its order is
bound to change dramatically. For classical historiography in the age of oral culture, the order of
history writing was controlled by a system shared by an auditory community that moved from
“hearing” to “hearing,” in which oral expression and its eloquent rhetoric were highlighted as a
necessary skill; in the modern historiography of the print culture, reading and writing associated
with the visual sense replaced recitation, and the order of history writing became controlled by a
system shared by a visual community that moved from “looking” to “looking”, in which written
expression and its rational logic became a skill requiring intensive training. In the contemporary
historiography of the cyber culture, the “algorithms” of Al and digital reading terminals will
become the final arbiter of the history writing order, and in the change from “print people” to
“intelligence people ,” algorithms and historians will go hand in hand or slowly merge as the
ecology of history writing becomes “retribalized” in cyberspace. The intervention of Al does not
mean the demise of the community of historians. The human brain is always ahead of the
computer, and as long as we maintain a quick and sound mind, we will be able to meet challenges
and continue to bring boundless vitality to the writing of history.

- Special Issue - Research on Problems in Epistemology
A Brief Discussion of Problems in Jin Yuelin’s Theory of Knowledge Chen Jiaming - 47

As China’s first work of epistemology in the true sense, Jin Yuelin’s Theory of Knowledge
(1983 ) constitutes a milestone. However, some problems still need to be discussed. I have raised
five issues regarding this work and appended to them my own views. First, the goal of
epistemology should be normative, not just “the achievement of understanding” (tong ); second ,
epistemology cannot start from “true knowledge” ( zhengjue ); third, “the given” (suoyu)
cannot be something external that exists independently; fourth, “representation theory” (the
theory of appearances ) is not unnecessary or illogical; and fifth, “truth” is not simply an
epistemological concept but is also , primarily, an ontological (metaphysical ) concept.

Self-Knowledge., Epistemic Authority and Naturalism Fang Huanfei - 54

Self-knowledge is the mental states actors attribute to themselves, or, more commonly,
first person reports on self-belief and attitudes. It brings with it a specificity and sense of priority
that include epistemic authority, all of which are established through use of the unique position of
the first person. However, as seen by adherents of naturalism, this kind of epistemic authority
can in a sense be dispelled through the mindreading hypothesis. Moreover, in the course of
cognition and action, the associated non-epistemic authority may come under rational questioning
because of its endeavor to realize more satisfying outcomes. Hence, according to the explanatory
narrative path of constructivism, the authority of self~knowledge can in fact be regarded as the
actor’s right to originality in the formation of its first person reports.

Critique of Contemporary Epistemology’s Dogma of Degrees of Belief Zheng Weiping - 64

People’s confidence differs with different propositions, and this constitutes the basis of the
concept of degrees of belief; that is, belief is a matter of degree. The reasoning behind degrees of
belief is obscure, and both its commonsense and its verbal reasoning confuse belief and trust.
The idea of priority in degrees of belief holds that degrees of belief occur above a certain threshold
value, which is contradicted by the lottery paradox and the language paradox. If we distinguish
between the noumenon and its properties, the noumenon of belief cannot itself have degrees; the
confidence as a property of belief does have degrees that express the level of firmness of the
belief. Belief takes priority in the relationship with confidence, because degree of confidence is a
modal proposition belief.

- Selected Talks -
Research on the History of Marxist Philosophy and the Questions of the Times
Wu Xiaoming - 73

Marx’s Historical Era and the Historical Positioning of the Spirit of the Times Xi Ge - 76



