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A Criticism of Provenance of fr. 55b( Jones) in Loeb Classical Library Edition of
Strabo’ s Geographica

Liu Jun

Abstract Through a criticism of provenance it is able to confirm that the actual origin of fr. 55b
(Jones) in Loeb Classical Library edition of Strabo’ s Geographica is Eustathius’ commentary on
Dionysius Periegetes i.e. Eust. comm. ad D.P. 516 and the compiler of Loeb Classical Library edition
of Strabo’ s Geographica H. L. Jones edited his fragments according to the texts in R. Kunze’ s articles
without collating the original ones which caused an error in the process of changing the citation system.
In fact judging from the order of the fragments the selections of variant readings and the information of
quotations the new collection of fragments in Loeb Classical Library edition normally followed the
opinions in Kunze’ s articles which provides an example for understanding the complicated process of the
formation of a fragment collection. Jones’ adoption of a different citation system with Kunze’ s however
should be regarded as a projection of the transition of the academic norm. Furthermore the false origin of
fr. 55b ( Jones) in Loeb Classical Library edition of Strabo’ s Geographica strongly suggests to the
historians for attention to bibliography.

Key words criticism of provenance Loeb Classical Library Strabo  Geographica  collection
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