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British Left-wing Intellectuals around the World War II and Historical
Writings of the 1930s

Mo Lei

Abstract In the 1930s Britain had undergone a transformation from depression to war. Before the
1940s Left-wing intellectuals began to write and interpreted the 1930s from multiple perspectives.
Against the background of Britain’ s transformation from the Great Depression to Welfare State the Left—
wing intellectuals ’ historical writings of the 1930s mainly focused on the Great Depression and
Appeasement. Left-wing intellectuals tended to interpret the history of the 1930s from negative aspects
such as poverty unemployment and sufferings. By the end of the 1950s the British scholars generally
accepted a negative writing paradigm of the 1930s. This historical interpretation has influenced the British
political discourse and shaped the public’s historical cognition and memories. The Left-wing
intellectuals’ historical writings of the 1930s reflected the roles of ideology subjective cognitive
differences and class stance in historical study.

Key words Britain Left-wing intellectuals the 1930s the Great Depression appeasement
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