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Peter Brown and His Research on Late Antiquity
Liu Yin

Abstract Peter Brown is one of the most influential contemporary Western historians. He has
created the study of Late Antiquity which treats the transitional era from the classical to the medieval
period as a significant historical period in the western civilization. Brown’ s Late Antiquity is not a fixed
historical period but a historical topic with flowing temporal and special boundaries and its core is the
tension between change and continuity. Through changing perspectives from Augustine to sanctity
leadership body and wealth Brown has offered multiple creative studies of social structure thought and
mentality of Late Antiquity.
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