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Zhou Feifei The Transformation of the Discriminated Community in Modern Japan

After the Meiji Restoration individuals with low status in ancient Japan which can be included in
the discriminated community ( Burakumin) faced great revolution in their status during the
establishment of the centralized state in modern emperor system which endowed them with equal legal
status. Under the ideological Ikkunbanmin—ron and the policies of the Meiji government which aimed at
unifying people’s national and community consciousness the discriminated community were mobilized
into the industrial production and even wartime systems. The collision between the free civil rights
movement and the Social Darwinism and the ethnographic research based on anthropology was reflected in
the elite discourse debates focusing on the ‘ethnicity” of tribal peoples. Among the ordinary Japanese
people the discrimination toward the discriminated community can be observed in the opinions of
nation hygiene region and social classes. It can be said that such discrimination has been reconstructed
in modern times. Therefore the discriminated community as others in the Japanese society chose either
revolution or compromise. Changes in their status occupations as well as identities reflect the
construction of Japan as a modern nation. The issue regarding the discriminated community continues to
the present confirming the heterogeneity and diversity of the Japanese society as well as the ‘Tremaining

, C
roots’ of discrimination.

Lv Zhao Immigrants and Social Integration in the Late Medieval French Urban Society

The proportion of immigrants in the urban population increased significantly which can be
considered as an important feature of the population structure of the French cities in the late Middle
Ages. The influx of immigrants and their integration into the urban society are vital conditions for the
French urban society to overcome the crisis of the late Middle Ages. There are two paths for immigrants
integrating into the urban society. Firstly the municipal authority grants citizenship to some selected
immigrants and integrates them into the citizen community. Secondly the immigrants spontaneously
and autonomously construct diversified social relationships and conduct social interactions with other
residents based on personal morality. These two paths complement mutually and promote the urban
society to absorb multiple immigrants and to achieve revival in modern times. In comparison the social
integration is the only way for all immigrants to integrate into the urban society. It reflects the initiative
and autonomy of immigrant groups in the process of integrating into the urban society and plays a more
important role in the mechanism of absorbing immigrants. It is also a crucial factor in the self-renewal

and sustainable development of the medieval French urban society.



