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On the “Abnormal Phenomenon” in the Political History of British Political Parties

Yan Zhaoxiang

Abstract: In the history of political parties in Britain, there has not only been a long struggle between Whig/Liberal
Party and Tory/Conservative Party, but also a long-running confrontation between Conservative Party and Labour
Party,as well as “abnormal phenomena”,such as Trimmer and changing the membership of the Party,the formation of
separate factions within the party, and also the establishment of new parties. These situations may arise from the
insistence of independent political positions, the relative freedom of the political environment, or the pursuit of the
political goals of determined individuals and small groups,and the psychological consideration of putting the national
interests ahead of the political parties, the specific social and historical conditions, the relaxed political atmosphere under
the constitutional system and the relative relaxation of the party discipline of all parties. The decline of the Communist
Party in 20th century was attributed to complex domestic and foreign political factors,including the limitations of its
“simple majority” parliamentary election system.

Keywords: Britain; Party Politics; “ Abnormal Phenomena”; Trimmer ; Changing of Party Membership; Formation of

Separate Factions within Party; New Party Formation



