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ThePolitical Interaction BetweenAncient Imperial
Government and Its Localities:

Judaea and the Roman Empire from 44 to 40 BC
Hendrikus A. M. van Wijlick

( Department of History Peking University Beijing 100871 China)

Abstract: The aim of this article is to consider how dependent Judaea ( ) and its leaders were on Rome
after the intervention and administrative reforms of Pompey the Great ( ) in the mid-60s BC. The focus
will be on a short period from 44 until 40 BC during which Rome was involved in a civil war. Through a
detailed consideration of all the evidence and instances of political interaction it is argued that Judaea’ s
leaders were very much dependent on Rome for their position and that Rome considered Judaea a part of their
own empire. The argument put forward in the essay aims to help Chinese readers understand the workings of
the Roman Empire which was not contained within fixed clearly delineated boundaries but by zones in which
it held varying degrees of authority often made up of kingdoms and principalities allied to Rome.

Key words: Roman politics Pompei the Great ( ) Judaea ( ) ancient empire



