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administration tried to sale British-made Lightning Fighters to India in virtue of financial assistance

but failed eventually. During this process in contrast to the Cold War diplomacy of the United States

Britain’ s main goal was to protect its imperial interests consolidate the Anglo-American relationship

and take full advantage of the Cold War consciousness of the United States to serve its imperial
interests. Primarily for avoiding undermining the Anglo-American relationship the Macmillan
administration agreed to deliver Lightening Fighters to India first in spite of serious political financial
and defence risks. However when Kennedy’ s demand touched Britain” s bottom line namely it might
endanger Britain’ s overseas commercial interests of arms sales as well as its leadership in the
Commonwealth the reaction of the Macmillan administration showed that it was the imperial interests
based on the Commonwealth which mattered most to Britain” s foreign policy although the Anglo—
American relationship was of great significance. From the perspective of the post-eolonial Anglo-dndian
relation the multilateral diplomacy caused by the Sovietdndian MIG21 deal was not simply an East—
West confrontation incident but also involved with complicated historical meanings beyond the Cold
War. Its process and result indicate that the residual influence of ‘the British Empire’ started to fade

as the Cold War in South Asia escalated.

He Zhilong and Gao Chengyuan Cyrus Vance’ s Mediation of the Cyprus Crisis in 1967
The conflict between Greek-Cypriot and Turkish-Cypriot in 1967 triggered the Cyprus crisis

pushing Turkey and Greece two NATO members to the brink of war. The U. S. president Lyndon
Johnson sent Cyrus Vance as his personal emissary to mediate among Turkey Greece and Cyprus.
After three stages of mediation Vance finally accomplished his mission and eased the tension. Various
factors contributed to the success of Vance’ s mediation thereby avoiding the outbreak of war between
Greece and Turkey and temporarily averting a disaster in Cyprus. The accomplishment of Vance’ s
mission also eased the cold relationship between Turkey and the U. S. caused by ‘Johnson letter’ in
1964 and explored a basic model for how the U. S. would later handle its relations with Turkey.
However Vance’s successful mediation also strengthened Turkey’ s own determination to resolve the

Cyprus problem while the Greek Junta accordingly created the perception that the U. S. could



suppress Turkey’ s military intervention in Cyprus then to forge the danger for the development of the

Cyprus history.

Li Siqi The Textual History of the Hebrew Bible in Light of the Masoretic Text and
the Septuagint

The Hebrew Bible not only serves as a foundational document of Christianity and Judaism but
also forms part of the historical sources that shed light on the ancient Israelite society and the politics
economics cultures and traditions of the ancient Near East. Due to various historicalpolitical and
religious influences the textual study of the Hebrew Bible has long been limited to the Hebrew
Masoretic Text preserved by the medieval Jewish scribes. Without denying the historical value of the
Masoretic Text this paper stresses the significance of the Septuagint in understanding the textual
history of the Hebrew Bible. At the same time this paper utilises the Dead Sea Scrolls and advanced
literary theories to explain the variants between the Masoretic and the Septuagint and thus illustrates
the dynamics and fluidity in the early formation of the biblical texts. The study on the Masoretic Text
and Septuagint will not only deepen the knowledge on the sources available for the reconstruction of the
textual history of the Hebrew Bible but also enhance the understanding of the historical development of

the ancient Jewish civilisation.

Xiong Ying The Newly Discovered Funerary Inscription in Pompeii and Local Politics in the Last
Days of the Ancient City

In 2017 an anonymous Roman tomb of the second half of the 1™ century was discovered outside
Porta Stabia of the ancient city Pompeii. Its funerary inscription is of great research value since it not
only commemorates numerous generous donations and magnanimous acts of this tomb’ s occupant but
also sheds light on some major events and crucial information in the last days of the city. On the basis
of interpreting the inscripton this analysis of such information will contribute to identifying the tomb’
s occupant and to revealing the working mechanism of colonia Pompeii in the early Roman Empire as

well as to understanding the relationship between the central government and the local community.



