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American Social Organizations and the Origin of
United Nations Human Rights Norm

LIU Xiang
( School of History and Culture, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan, 610065, China)

Abstract: After the outbreak of World War II, in studying of war and peace, many American social organi—
zations put forward the normative conception of internationalprotection of human rights. Nevertheless, The U-
nited States government did not give high priority to human rights, human rights were barely mentioned in
the Dumbarton Proposal for international organizations. Since then, social organizations have launched mas—
sive lobbying campaigns to increase the weight of human rights issues, which led the US government to con—
sider integrating the concept of human rights norms of social organizations with the principle of sovereignty
norms. At the San Francisco Conference, American officials persuaded other big powers to accept its posi—
tion on human rights, while at the same time pushed back against radical human rights proposals from Latin
American countries. By taking these actions, American government tried to expand its hegemony in the name
of human rights. In the end, the Charter of the United Nations refer to human rights several times, which
laid foundation for United Nation human rights norms in later times. However, the controversy between social
organizations and U. S. government highlighted the complexity of human rights clause in charter, which led
to more challenges for U. S. in development of U. N. human rights norms in later years.

Key words: The United States; human rights norm; social organizations; United Nations; sovereignty norm
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