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About " Can’ t grasp the point" for Zhang Qian and the Opening of the Silk Road
Meng Xianshi (1)

Abstract: The west missions of Zhang Qian were failed to achieve at all. The Da—~Yue-Zhi and Wu-
Sun whom Western Han placed high hope on were lacked understanding of the Han Dynasty. This was the
key to Zhang Qian’ s failure to achieve his mission and that is why describing Zhang Qian as "can’ t
grasp the point" in the history books. This fact profoundly proves the significance of Zhang Qian’ s " Zao—
Kong ( open the way) ". Zhang Qian’ s mission to the Western Regions is one of the major events in hu—
man history. As the main platform of human activities from then FEurasia began to move towards the in—
itial " integration" and political ties between civilizations and countries were initiated. If saying the Age
of Discovery opened the second phase of globalization then Zhang Qian’ s mission to the Western Re—
gions and the opening of the Silk Road was the beginning of the first phase of globalization.

Keywords: Zhang Qian ( ) ; Huns; Western Regions; Silk Road

Parthian Eastern Expedition and the Tortuous Development of the Middle Section

of the Silk Road Wang Sansan (11)

Abstract: The migration wave of Saka caused by moving westwards of the Da—Yue—Zhi during the
2nd century BC resulted in serious problems on the border of the Parthian Empire. The Eastern Expedition
of Mitridati T pushed the Parthians’ power eastward to the Mulu and even to the Transoxiana and the
Samarkand Road which was under the control of the Parthians then became unblocked. Soon after the
Saka invaded again and the situation in the eastern part of the empire was in an emergency. Along with
the Eastern Expedition of Mithridati Il  the Parthians were finally able to control the area from the Mulu
east to the middle of the Amu Darya. The Parthians’ FEastern Expedition not only resolved the border
problems but also established the unified order of the empire which objectively guaranteed the formation of
an effective trade pattern in the middle section of the Silk Road. This laid the foundation for the final con—
nection of the Silk Road in the Zhang Qian period.

Keywords: Parthian Empire; Mithridates I; Mithridates II; Eastern Expansion; Silk Road

Where is the Region between " the Qilian Mountains and Dunhuang" ?
Wang Jianxin  Wang Qian (27)

Abstract: It has been a viewpoint within the mainstream that " the region between the Qilian
Mountains and Dunhuang" where was the Yuezhi originally lived in before moved to the further west
should mean the west Hexi Corridor. Through the reanalysis of historical records for the marching goals
routes processes and results of General Huo Qubing attacking Huns twice in the second year of Yuan-—
shou of Emperor Wu of the Han Dynasty and combined with the studies on the unearthed documents
environmental data and archaeological evidence this article further clarifies that the Qilian Mountain to—
day is not the Qilian Mountain in Han Dynasty. The Qilian Mountain in the Han Dynasty should be the
Eastern Tianshan. Yue’ s hometown is unlikely to be in the west of the Hexi Corridor and should be in
the area centered on the Eastern Tianshan today.

Keywords: Yuezhi; Qilian; East Tianshan; Dunhuang; Hexi Corridor
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