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Globalization and Universalization of Natural Knowledge in the 19"-century Britain:

Daniel Hanbury’s Research and Translation of Chinese Materia Medica
Sooyoung An

(Department o f World History, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai 200234, China)
Abstract: In the 19th century, as a growing amount of medicinal materials were traded along the expanding
network of global trade, the British knowledge of herbal medicine from abroad expanded accordingly. In the
face of many unknown materia medica crossing cultural and linguistic boundaries, their primary attention was
laid on establishing a universal system of botanical nomenclatures by collecting and translating the names.
Using Daniel Hanbury’s letters, notebooks and publications, this study sheds light on the important aspect of
the research practice of British pharmaceutical scientists in the 19th century, where they were much concerned
with naming and identifying each botanical item. While carrying out research of Chinese materia medica,
Hanbury was committed to collecting the local names of various items in Chinese characters as well as
Romanized transcriptions and western names, which were constantly corresponded, compared with material
specimen and translated into Linnean names. His scientific activity that paid considerable attention to naming,
translating, and classifying epitomizes how universality and globality were pursued as an ideal of knowledge
for the 19™-century British Empire and its scientists. In this process, a confusing array of worldly nature and
exotic materials were identified and displayed in the scientific order, by which people could systematically
understand the nature and commodify the natural products around the world.

Keywords: Materia medica knowledge; history of Botany; Sino-European cultural exchange; Daniel Hanbury
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The Tradition of Water Control in the Jiangnan and the Restoration
Measures of Clear, Static, Active and Slow Water Flow
Wang Jiange

(Research Center of Historical Geography, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)
Abstract. Jiangnan water conservancy is an overflow system with Taihu Lake as the core and Wusongjiang
River as the trunk, which is formed by lowlands, highlands and tidal currents. This system is like a powerful
filter screen, which keeps the sediment and pollution in the river through the natural silt, so that the water
quality can be purified. Through manual dredging of the river, fertile soil is also formed. The clear, quiet,
living and gentle flow of water makes Jiangnan a land of fish and rice and a place of gathering talents. The
ancients had a series of experience on water flow control in the east of Taihu LLake. Modern water conservancy
management in Taihu Lake should draw lessons from these experiences to provide power for sustainable
development and ecological civilization construction in the Yangtze River Delta. The inheritance of ancient
water conservancy experience can be started from three aspects: first, to change the flow relationship between
Taihu Lake, Wusong River and Yangtze River to increase the integration of the overall water environment;
second, to restore the traditional structure of small polder fields and waterways, to form a larger area of living
water circulation, to increase the self purification effect of regional water flow; third, to create a similar
ancient silting habitat, to bring more water into the environment of silt retention and self purification

Keywords: Jiangnan; ancient water flow; restoration measure
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