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The Entangled History between Nature and Cities:
The Evolution of the City of the Grass Sea—Kansas City

HOU Shen
( School of History Remin University Beijing 100872 China)

Abstract: Kansas City rising at the confluence of the Kansas and Missouri River is an American Mid-western
Metropolis based on the agriculture and livestock of the Great Plains. The combination between the power of cap—
ital and railroads broke down the limits of nature and turned the Great Plains into the hinterlands of Kansas City.
Although it was the ambition and scheme of Kansas City as well as capitalist culture to conquer nature in order to
achieve the permanent growth of the city and its economy it did not mean that the nature of the hinterlands was
under the complete control of technology and capital neither did it mean the disappearance of nature. As a spon—
taneous and independent force nature provided the foundation for the development of cities with its abundance
but challenged the growth dream with its limits. In the story of Kansas City the dust storm of the 1930s and the
flood of 1951 forced the city to relearn how to adapt to its ecological reality.

Key words: Kansas City; hinterlands; dust storm and ecological adaptation

( )
Virgin Land Myths and the Fate of the North American Indians

FU Cheng-shuang
( Modern World History Research Center Nankai University Tianjin 300350 China)

Abstract: The American Indians have lived in the wilderness of North America for tens of thousands years
and had exerted important influences on the natural environment before Christopher Columbus and his men
arrived there. On behalf of their Christian racial discrimination and for the purpose of depriving the aborigi—
nals the Euro-Americans made up the virgin land hypothesis dividing the native Americans into two contra—
dictive symbols: the noble savage and ignoble savage. This hypothesis quickly became the ideal tools for
White Americans to expand in the Western frontier to expel and deprive the American Indians. For the for—
mer group virgin land means opportunity and the hope of fortune in the wilderness while for the American
Indians it means racial discrimination and the evils of white colonialism. With the rising of modern environ—
mentalism virgin land hypothesis and traditional ecological wisdom of native Americans are widely apprecia—
ted by modern world. American Indians also try to borrow the hypothesis to serve their contemporary fight for
the controlling of their natural resources. However the effects are not as good as their expectation.

Key words: Virgin Land; American Indians; Eden; wilderness; savage



