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first to get in touch with the storm of new thoughts, triggering a series of reformation incidents. Among
all these cities, Augsburg was the most specific one that brought together the most diverse elements of
the early sects, or so-ealled embryonic forms. The early protestant sectarian plurality initiated by the
disputation on sacrament was the most significant characteristic of the early Reformation, which is
exactly the embryonic manifestation of the confessional plurality in the second half of the 16" century.
Moreover, the tolerate attitude of the city council towards both Catholic and the main Protestant camp
was exactly the reflection of the ‘middle way’ political policy of Augsburg on religious and confessional
issues under the pressure of many forces. Consequently, Augsburg ultimately constructed a Protestant
identity with a multi-harmonic nature, formed its ‘bi-confessional’ foundation for the second half of

the 16" century, which verified ‘individualisation’ and ‘diversification” of the Reformation.

Liu Qufei, The Characteristics and Effects of Smallpox Pandemic in America during the Spanish—
Portuguese Colonial Period between the 16" and 17" Century

In the 16™ and 17" centuries, as a deadly infectious disease, smallpox was introduced into the
American Continent by colonists and brought great disasters to Native American Indian tribes. It also
became a contagious disease with the historical significance, accelerating the European colonists”
conquest of the Americas. The Great Geographical Discovery made the Americas become an important
part of ‘the Atlantic Age’ dominated by the Europeans, and facilitated the spread of smallpox. The
smallpox pandemic in the Spanish and Portuguese America was closely related to the specific
environment of the Americas. From the perspective of the space environment, the spread patterns of the
virus were different in the New World and the European Continent. Moreover, the spread route and the
mutation of the virus in the Americas exacerbated its destructive power. In the social context, the
intensity of the virus infection became more serious because of the missionary activities, the slave
trade, and the population density and gradients. Smallpox can breed and spread in the natural
environment and it can also spread faster in the social environment. The interaction of the natural and
social environment formed the chain of infection of smallpox pandemic in the Americas. Conclusively,
the history of the spread of smallpox in the New World was also the history of the interaction among

environment, virus and human being.



