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SUMMARIES OF ARTICLES

On Contemporary New History of Social Cultures in the West
Li Hongtu

Since the 1970’ s and the 1980’ s Western history studies have experienced a “ language
reorienta— tion” and “cultural reorientation”, new research fields and methods have emerged.
This new practice in history studies is called “new history of social cultures” . The paper explores
the background of the “new history of social cultures”, its theoretical function, its impacts on
history studies, as well as its creation of the new fields and new methods on history researches.
The paper also discusses the ways to deal with this new historiography and the reasons to make

our own choices.

Democracy or Tyranny: the Athenian Democracy in the
Hellenistic Age and the History of Roman T houghts

Yan Shaoxiang

This paper tries to demonstrate that the attacks on the Athenian democracy have been
developed since the Hellenistic A ge because of the decline of the city —state. Both Polybius et al.
in the Hellenistic world and Cieero, Plutarch in the Roman world were critical of the Athenian
democracy. In their opinions , Athenian democracy is equal to political turmoil, demo’ s greed,
and politicians’ selfishness. In short, democracy was Tyranny. Therefore, the encomium of the

contemporary Western scholars to the democratic politics is probably due to their interests in its

ideology.
A Review on Three Issues in the Study of the

History of Western Renaissance

Zhou Chunsheng

The study of culture with the focus on social life, the study of thought with a clue of dialogue
between human being and the God, as well as the study of literature and art with the topic of
styles are the three hot issues in Western Renaissance studies. The thesis expresses writer’ s own

idea and the latest research achievements on the above three issues.



