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Suez Canal and the Rise and Fall of
the British Empire

Lii Guixia

Abstracts: After rising in the 17th century the United Kingdom was com-
mitted to sea power and trade and did not pay enough attention to the excavation
of the Suez Canal. However when Egypt signed a contract with France about the
Suez Canal in 1854 the UK was aware of the seriousness. Because all kinds of ob—
struct were unsuccessful the UK finally controlled the Suez Canal District by pur—
chasing 44% of the canal stocks and garrisoning and occupied Egypt finally. After
the Second World War the British became weaker and weaker. With the rise of
nationalism in Egyptian and the development of the United States and the Soviet
Union the British was weakened again in the Suez Canal crisis in 1956 and be-
came a second-elass country in the end.

Keywords: Suez Canal; United Kingdom; Egypt
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