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The Exchange of Visits between Richard Nixon and Nikita Khrushchev
in 1959 and the Formation of Soviet Image in the American Society

ZHANG Jianhua

Abstract: In 1959, the leaders of the United States and the Soviet Union paid the first visits each other after the establish—

ment of the Soviet Union. This event of international concern took place in the stalemate of the Cold War and in the situation when

the leaders of both countries, and the domestic politics in both countries were changing. This event led to contacts between the U-

nited States and the Soviet Union, which were once isolated and hostile for a long time. It promoted the understanding and evalua—

tion of the Soviet Union in the American political and intellectual circles, and American society, thus forming a new Soviet image

and having a certain impact on the official relations and non—governmental exchanges between the two countries.

Key words: Nikita Khrushchev, Richard Nixon, thaw, Lacy—Zarubin Agreement, Soviet image
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