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the relationship between the church and the state turned out to be a shaping force in the formation of the

medieval Christendom.

Xie Fengzhai The Intervention of Private Legal Power and the Urbanisation of Medieval England
The most significant characteristic of the medieval society is that the lands of the kingdom were
enfeoffed to nobles resulting in the segmentation of the unified power of the king and further leading to
the fragmentation and privatisation of state legal power. In fact the urbanisation in the Middle Ages
was connected to the privatisation of legal power. Taking England as an example the urbanisation in
the Middle Ages was mainly related to small and micro urbanisation and the number of small and micro
towns was particularly large so that it appeared to be a phenomenon of ‘overheating’ or
‘supernormal’. Why did this happen? In the process of urbanisation there was no limit for the
number of private towns which were built by local lords using their private legal power. Therefore the
urbanisation in the Middle Ages not only was attributed to the economic development from the aspect of

commercialisation but also was resulted by private legal power of the lords.

Zhong Bili The Evolution of Petrarch§ View on Poverty

This article aims at investigating the views on poverty in Italy during the early Renaissance through
a case study of Petrarch. Petrarch is one of the earliest humanists and his thoughts were of multi—
dimensions. It is generally agreed that his thoughts were combined with Christian theology and
Classicism. It is undoubted that Petrarch was greatly influenced by scholars like Virgil Cicero Seneca
and St. Augustine. Numerous works have studied on such relevance. Apart from the scholars mentioned
above this article proposes that Petrarch was also influenced by the theological thoughts of Francesco
DAssisi. More specifically the Franciscans view regarding poverty played an important role in the
development of Petrarch’s view on poverty. However the scholars studying Petrarch have not paid
enough attention to such relationship. Based on the analysis of Petrarchs view on poverty this article
investigates the evolution of the meaning of poverty the development of the Poverty Movement and the
influences of the groups of Mendicant from the 12" century to the 15" century demonstrating the

inspirations and challenges brought by the Franciscans view on poverty for early humanists.



