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Norman Davis, ed., Paston Letters and Papers of the Fifteenth Century, Part I, pp. 356, 383—
386; Colin Richmond, The Paston Family in the Fifteenth Century: Fastolf's Will, p. 165.
Conor McCarthy, Marriage in Medieval England: Law, Literature and Practice, p. 163.
Charles W. Turner, “Husband and Wife in the Fifteenth Century,” pp. 336—344.

Ralph A. Houlbrooke, The English Family 1450-1700, London and New York: Longman
Group Limited, 1984, pp. 68—69; Lindsay Bryan, “Marriage and Morals in the Fourteenth
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Christine Carpenter, ed., Kingsford's Stonor Letters and Papers, 1290-1483, pp. 200—202.
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The correspondences of three gentry families in the fifteenth-century England,
namely Pastons, Stonors and Plumptons, are important historical materials for the study
of economic and social history. With the marriage of Margery Paston in 1469 as the
pointcut and the principle of consent to marriage in medieval Christianity as a broad
context, an empirical study on the concept and practice of marriage among the English
gentry in the 15th century reveals that the role of the principle of consent in disciplining
and dominating the Christian public should not be over-interpreted; similarly, it is also
improper to over-emphasize the modern characteristics of marriage, such as independence,
freedom and love, under the principle of consent. The correspondences of the gentry give
us a picture of their regular marriage, with occasional exceptions of marriages based on
“love and independence” like that of Margery Paston. However, in terms of the gentry’s
“good marriage”, conventional factors such as land, property and status still played a
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